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about the artist

/0
O Drawing has always provided a favorite vehicle of expres-
ion{ for Latin American artists; it is, moreover; seriously cul-
ti {!os an instrument for work in painting or sculpture. Many
pro ? atin American painters began their careers in the
field ing, later abandoning it, save for incidental use in
connectio th their pictorial production. The case of Aldemir
Martins is rath%erem: he initially sought expression in draw-

ing; then het from it to painting; finally, he gave up the
latter, reverting rawing as his sole medium.

Martins was bo%gbzeiros, in the state of Ceard, Bra-
zil, in 1922. Althoug ?egcn to practice design at an early
age, he did not initiate r production until his period of

military service, in the years l%, when he taught drawing,

designed aerial maps, and foun group of artists in Ceard.
At the same time he began a car an illustrator for news-

papers and magazines of the region, a s work was exhibited
in local group shows. Upon his dischar the army in 1945,
Martins went to Rio de Janeiro, where he parti€ipated in a number
of exhibitions. The following year he moved t Paulo, which
has been his place of residence ever since. iately after
his arrival there he held his first one-man show at ocal In-

stitute of Architects. In 1950, Martins, who had been gftenmating
between painting and drawing, decided to devote all of hi ts

to the latter field, thereby unifying his artistic person@li

While he has travelled throughout Brazil in search of subjectss,

he continues to derive the themes with which he has won a repu-&

tation as one of the outstanding younger artists of his country
from his native Northeast.
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O Aldemir Martins has participated in numerous group shows
2il and in all four Sdo Paulo Biennials. At each of the
lat won awards, including a first prize for drawing in 1955.
He h er over, worked in other aspects of the graphic arts,
contribu ints as well as drawings to group shows of Bra-
zilian art @Bolivin, Chile, Czechoslovakia, Japan, México,
Peru, Switzerlund the United States. At the last Venice
Biennial, in 1956] won the international first prize for draw-
ing. Martins held ‘u=6ne-man show at the “Friends of Art"” Gal-
lery in Montevideo in ,.and in the same year he appeared in
a joint exhibit with his f countryman Livio Abramo at the
Caetani Palace in Rome. @:s held a number of highly suc-
cessful individual exhibits in*Brazil, and his show at the Bonino
Gallery in Buenos Aires last yeoé a complete sell-out.
Examples of Martins' work ar e found in the modern
art museums of Rio de Janeiro, Sdo Pdulgd, dnd New York; in the
museum of Bahia (Brazil); in the national ms of fine arts in
Buenos Aires, Rio de Janeiro, and Warsaw; state museum
of Sdo Paulo; and in the municipal building of Mofitevideo. Martins
is also represented in numerous private collecfiﬁn his own
country, Europe and the United States.

Writing of the artist, the critic Marc Berkowitz sum/‘s@ is
motifs: scenes of the harsh, cruel life in the backlands i

native state; the bloodthirsty but dignified figures of the “c
gaceiros”, the lacemakers, often of a statuesque beauty; th Q
shimmering elegance of fantastic fish; and, in Martins’ most
recent work, birds and cats. The birds are imaginary ones, living

in a tropical forest of the artist’s own creation; nevertheless, as
Berkowitz says, they are “the very quintessence of birds and of

the tropics.” The cats, heraldic and at times Mephistopelian

in air, likewise pertain to the realm of fantasy; nevertheless,

they are expressive of “the very souls of cats.”

This is the first individual presentation of Aldemir Martins'
work in this country.
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Seated woman

Blue fish

Man of Cearé
Iridescent fish No. 1
Iridescent fish No. 2
Figure

Green fish

Red fish

Yellow fish

Accordionist

. Bird

. Round cat

Blue cat

. Bird

Black and grey bird

. Rooster No. 1

Rooster No. 2
Rooster No. 3

19. Rooster No. 4
0. Lea and raft
Waiting for the raft

27, ngaceiro” in ambush
23, ceiro” No. 1
24-~*@Eg iro” No. 2

26. Wax palm in
27. Shy bird 0

28. Holiday bird @
29. “Patola” (9
30. Lacemaker No. 1

31. Lacemaker No. 2

32. Printed textile

33. Printed textile
34

. Guinea hen (silkscreen)

Nos. 1 through 31 are drawings
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